Following the Construction Contract which entered into force on 30/12/2019,
the construction of the GIPL gas interconnection began immediately. We invite
you to get acquainted with the progress of this construction work.
JANUARY
On 02/01/2020, the beginning of the construction work was announced. The
pipelines' route was marked, a searched for explosives in the pipeline
construction area began, archaeological exploration and other works
necessary for the start of construction began. For more information.
On 13/01/2020, steel pipes from Poland started to be transported to the
construction site. For more information.

During January:
Marked 80 km of pipeline’s route.
Transported 14 km of pipes.
5 km of pipes were put along the pipeline’s route.
1 km of pipes were welded.
Orders were placed for foreign manufacturers to produce taps, the
launching and receiving chambers for the monitoring device and other
materials required for the pipeline construction that need more time to

manufacture.
FEBRUARY
During the first six weeks of the GIPL gas pipeline construction works, the first
kilometres of the pipeline route were welded into filaments. More information.
Amber Grid has paid out about EUR 1.3 million in compensation to land
owners for GIPL gas pipeline route which will run through the plots of land
owned by them. More information.
The results of the tender for the construction works of the GIPL gas pipeline, in
which a pipeline construction company Alvora was the successful tenderer,
remain unchanged. A part of the legal action of a company MT Group, who lost
the tender for the construction works, whereby the company requested to
declare the decision of the Procurement Commission of Amber Grid on the
successful tenderer of the tender for the construction works as unlawful, was
rejected by the court. More information.

From the beginning of the works in January to the end of February:
102 km of the route were marked
44 km of pipes were delivered

28 km of pipes were laid along the route
18 km of piping were welded into filaments
9 km long forest stretch in the GIPL route was cut down
6.3 km of the welds of the welded gas pipeline were X-rayed.
MARCH
After the announcement of the quarantine in Lithuania for the threat of spread
of COVID-19 pandemic, the GIPL gas pipeline connection project is being
implemented without disruption. Active work with contractors allowed ensuring
stable work in all teams. The project is progressing faster than planned – by
the end of March, 12% of the entire pipeline construction works were
completed.
The planned archaeological research began in parallel with the construction of
GIPL gas connection. The historical heritage that has survived into the present
day will be explored throughout the territory of 165 km long pipeline route.
More information.
On the occasion of March 11, of the 30th anniversary of the restoration of
Lithuania's independence, the Lithuanian tricolour flag with an area of
300 square meters was raised above the gas connection with Western Europe.
More information.

From the beginning of the works in January to the end of March:
68 km of steel pipes were delivered to Lithuania
54 km of pipes were laid along the route
44 km of piping were welded into filaments
19 km long forest stretch in the GIPL route was cut down
22 km of the welds of the welded gas pipeline were X-rayed
5 km of the route were surveyed for explosives
archaeological explorations and detailed research are carried out.
APRIL
In April, the quarantine that is in force in Lithuania due to COVID-19 virus
pandemic and operating restrictions did not affect the construction of GIPL gas
connection between Lithuania and Poland. Works are progressing as planned
and even faster. As planned, the connection will be finished by the end of
2021, and two-thirds of construction works are scheduled to be completed this
year. More information.
The lowering of the welded and inspected parts of piping into the excavated
trenches has been started.
The preparation for the most complicated works in this year - horizontal
directional drilling (HDD) under the river Neris - is nearing the end.
The German partners are scheduled to start work in June. At Kernavė on one
side of the river Neris and at Kazokiškės on its other side, work sites are
already ready, works of welding of a special pipe, that will be pushed across
under the bottom of the river Neris at a depth of 20 meters are nearing the end.

From the beginning of the works in January to the end of April:
85 km of pipes were delivered
71 km of pipes were laid along the route
64 km of piping were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated and 6 km of piping were laid
50 km of the welds of the welded gas pipeline were X-rayed
archaeological explorations and detailed research were carried out.
MAY
The implementation of the GIPL interconnection project is progressing faster
than planned. Already implemented 23 percent. of the GIPL project. By the end
of May, more than 100 km of steel pipes from 165 km had been delivered to
Lithuania.
At the request of Amber Grid, the Government granted permission to foreign
specialists performing horizontal directional drilling (HDD) work to enter
Lithuania. Representatives of the German company LMR Drilling will start the
complex construction of the pipeline under the Neris River in June.
At the initiative of Lithuanian and Polish gas transmission system operators,
independent experts have started preparing a study to assess how to expand

the commercial use of the GIPL connection in Europe, and the GIPL gas
connection would create maximum economic benefits for Lithuanian, Polish
and other European Union consumers. More information.

From the beginning of the works in January to the end of May:
103 km of pipes were delivered
87 km of pipes were laid along the route
78 km of piping were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated and 17 km of piping were laid
buried 14 km of trenches
66 km of the welds of the welded gas pipeline were X-rayed
archaeological explorations and detailed research were carried out.
JUNE
Amber Grid and The European Investment Bank recently has signed a €65
million loan agreement to finance the construction of the Lithuanian section of
the planned gas interconnection between Poland and Lithuania. The 18-year
loan agreement is concluded on extremely favorable terms. More information.
An important milestone of GIPL project - horizontal directional drilling (HDD)
under the second biggest river of Lithuania Neris has been successfully

completed. More information.

From the beginning of the works in January to the end of June:
118 km of pipes were delivered
98 km of pipes were laid along the route
88 km of piping were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated and 28 km of piping were laid
buried 21 km of trenches
80 km of the welds of the welded gas pipeline were X-rayed
archaeological explorations and detailed research were carried out
HDD drilling was carried out during the construction of the pipeline under
Neris river.
JULY
Horizontal directional drilling (HDD) works under the Nemunas river have
started. Pilot drilling of the first thread was performed. Two pipes, about 700
meters long, will be laid under the largest river at a depth of 20 meters. In
parallel, both pipes are laid side by side to ensure a secure gas supply. More
information.

125 km of pipes were delivered
105 km of pipes were laid along the route
99 km of piping were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated and 52 km of piping were laid
buried 42 km of trenches
90 km of the welds of the welded gas pipeline were X-rayed
archaeological explorations and detailed research were carried out
Pilot drilling of the first thread of the pipeline under the Nemunas was
performed

AUGUST
One of the most difficult stages of construction of GIPL gas pipeline has been
accomplished, i.e. two 750 m length threads of the gas transmission systems
were constructed under the river Nemunas in the gas pipeline near Alytus by
employing an environmentally sustainable horizontal directional drilling
technology without delays. More information.

From the commencement of the works in January to the end of August:
138 km pipes were constructed
111 km pipes were laid along the pipeline
103 km pipeline was welded into threads
trenches were excavated and 69 km pipeline was laid in the trenches
61 km trenches were covered
97 km welds of the welded pipeline were scanned
archaeological surveying and detailed explorations were carried
HDD drilling was carried out by constructing a gas pipeline under the
river Nemunas
SEPTEMBER
The progress of implementation of the GIPL project was presented to the
representatives of the embassies of the countries of the region from Poland,
the Baltic States, Finland and the USA in the presence of the Ministry of
Energy Žygimantas Vaičiūnas. For more information, please visit here.
Works of preparation for another significant stage of the GIPL project were
started, i.e. connection of the part of the GIPL pipeline which has already been
constructed to the gas transmission system of Lithuania. For more information,
please visit here.
An essential element of filling the gas pipeline with gas, i.e. tap assembly
platform, at the starting point of the GIPL connection, near Jauniūnai gas
compressor station in Širvintos District is reconstructed, assembling of other
tap assembly platforms of the new gas pipeline was started. In total, a total of

40 tap assemblies were mounted in the gas pipeline.
Construction of a gas metering and pressure regulation station was started in
Lazdijai District, near Lithuania-Poland border.
45 per cent of all construction works of the project were carried out during the
period of nine months. It is planned to carry out 60 per cent of the GIPL
construction works till the end of 2020. 109 km GIPL gas pipeline from
Jauniūnai, Širvintos District, to Alytus District, has already been constructed.
The total length of the gas pipeline is 165 km.

From the commencement of the works in January to the end of September:

144 km pipes were constructed
115 km pipes were laid along the pipeline
109 km pipeline was welded into threads
trenches were excavated and 83 km pipeline was laid in the trenches
79 km trenches were covered
105 km welds of the welded pipeline were scanned

archaeological surveying and detailed explorations were carried
HDD drilling was carried out by constructing a gas pipeline under the
rivers Neris and Nemunas
works of connection of GIPL gas pipeline to the gas transmission system
were started
mounting of tap assembly platforms was started
gas metering and pressure regulation station construction works were
started

OCTOBER
A quality check of the first part of the GIPL gas connection was carried out: the
carried out hydraulic tests suggest that the gas pipeline sustains a load of
maximum pressure provided for in the design. The operating pressure of the
GIPL gas pipeline will be 54 bars. For more information, please visit here.
After carrying out the test and mounting of the tap platform, a part of the GIPL
was connected to the existing gas transmission system of Lithuania. For more
information, please visit here.

The first 35 km of the gas pipeline, i.e. from Jauniūnai gas compressor station
in Širvintos District, to Elektrėnai, have already been filled in with gas, the
starting-arrangement works are carried out. It is planned to fill in 72 km GIPL
gas pipeline section with gas till the end of this year.

All steel pipes necessary for the GIPL gas pipeline were delivered to Lithuania
from the Polish manufacturer Izostal.

The GIPL project partners Amber Grid and GAZ-SYSTEM SA started a
market research aimed at finding out the market demand for transmission
services for new GIPL gas connection capacity. For more details, please see
here.
From the commencement of the works in January to the end of October:
168 km pipes were constructed
119 km pipes were laid along the pipeline
111 km pipeline was welded into threads
trenches were excavated and 94 km pipeline was laid in the trenches
89 km trenches were covered
109 km welds of the welded pipeline were scanned
archaeological surveying and detailed explorations were carried
HDD drilling was carried out by constructing a gas pipeline under the
rivers Neris and Nemunas
essential works of connection of GIPL gas pipeline to the gas
transmission system were carried out
tap assembly platforms were mounted
gas metering and pressure regulation station construction works were
started
hydraulic tests of 38.5 km pipeline were carried out

61% of GIPL gas pipeline construction works were completed in 2020
2021
JANUARY
A pre-welded section of the GIPL pipeline was built on the Lithuanian-Polish
border. It will later be connected to parts of the new pipeline built in both
countries. Coordinated contractor works were completed in winter in
observance of environmental requirements to protect the population of birds
hatching in the spring from extraneous disturbance. For more information, see
here.
The construction of the Santaka gas metering and pressure regulation station
near the Lithuanian-Polish border is underway. Works of installation of the
foundations of the station building and technological equipment will start in
February.

The following tasks were implemented from the commencement of works in
January 2020 till the end of January 2021:
66% of GIPL construction works were completed
all the pipes necessary to build the GIPL pipeline were delivered
153 km of pipes were installed along the route
130 km of pipes were welded into filaments

trenches were excavated, laying 106 km of pipes in them
105 km of trenches were buried
125 km of welded pipeline seams were candled
archaeological explorations and detailed research were carried out
HDD drilling was completed in the construction of the gas pipeline under
Neris and Nemunas
essential works to connect the GIPL pipeline to the gas transmission
system were carried out
tap unit sites were installed
works of construction of the gas metering and pressure regulation
station were carried out
hydraulic tests were performed on 102 km of pipelines
72 km of gas pipelines were filled up with gas
FEBRUARY
In February, two-thirds or 102 km of GIPL pipelines were tested at the
maximum load. Hydraulic tests confirmed that the pipeline can withstand the
maximum design pressure loads. The GIPL pipeline pressure on this section
will reach 54 bars. The quality of the installed gas connection was tested in the
pipeline from Širvintos to Alytus. For more information, see here.
Documents were submitted in the information system Infostatyba for obtaining
a deed of completion of construction works of the first stage of the GIPL gas
pipeline, which is expected to be obtained till 31 March 2021.

The following tasks were implemented from the commencement of works till
the end of February 2021:
71% of GIPL construction works were completed
all the pipes necessary to build the GIPL pipeline were delivered
155 km of pipes were installed along the route
142 km of pipes were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated, laying 108 km of pipes in them
107 km of trenches were buried
135 km of welded pipeline seams were candled
archaeological explorations and detailed research continued
HDD drilling was completed in the construction of the gas pipeline under
Neris and Nemunas
essential works to connect the GIPL pipeline to the gas transmission
system were carried out
tap unit sites were installed
works of construction of gas metering and pressure regulation station
were carried out
hydraulic tests were performed on 102 km of pipelines
102 km of gas pipelines were filled up with gas for commencement –

tuning works
MARCH
¾ of works of construction of GIPL gas pipeline were completed.
Amber Grid received a confirmation from the State Territorial Planning and
Construction Inspectorate that the first stage of GIPL construction was
completed properly and that the quality of the pipeline meets legislative
requirements. The section of the first construction stage from the starting point
of the pipeline in Širvintos district, near the Jauniūnai gas compressor station,
to the 73rd kilometer of the pipeline in Prienai district was assessed. For more
information, see here.
Documents were submitted in the information system Infostatyba for obtaining
a deed of completion of construction works of the second stage of the GIPL
gas pipeline, which is expected to be obtained till 30 April 2021. The length of
the second stage is 30 km of gas pipeline built in the districts of Prienai,
Birštonas and Alytus.
In the construction of the gas interconnection, 151 out of 165 kilometres of gas
pipelines were already welded from Širvintos to Lazdijai district.
The installation of the GIPL starting point site next to the Jauniūnai gas
compressor station in Širvintos district was completed. Here a control device
start-up chamber (diameter - 700 mm) and a control device reception chamber
(diameter - 1200 mm) was installed, also installing a gas pressure / flow
restrictor, 6 valve units, connecting gas pipelines intersecting at the site,
connecting GIPL pipeline to the remote control SCADA system, installing
cathode station and control measurement stations.

The following tasks were implemented from the commencement of works till
the end of March 2021:
75% of GIPL construction works were completed
all the pipes necessary to build the GIPL pipeline were delivered
159 km of pipes were installed along the route
151 km of pipes were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated, laying 122 km of pipes in them
115 km of trenches were buried
149 km of welded pipeline seams were candled
archaeological explorations and detailed research were carried out
HDD drilling was completed in the construction of the gas pipeline under
Neris and Nemunas
essential works to connect the GIPL pipeline to the gas transmission
system were carried out
tap unit sites were installed
works of construction of Santaka gas metering and pressure regulation
station were carried out
hydraulic tests were performed on 102 km of pipelines
102 km of gas pipelines were filled up with gas
the deed of completion of the first stage of GIPL construction works (73
km) was obtained.
APRIL
The State Territorial Planning and Construction Inspectorate confirmed that

the second stage of construction of the GIPL was completed properly. Experts
assessed the 30 km-section of the pipeline built in the districts of Prienai,
Birštonas and Alytus. 103 kilometres of 165 km of the entire GIPL
interconnection in Lithuania were already approved.
The plan is to obtain a deed of completion of construction of the third stage, the
length of which is 26 km, in October of this year at the latest. GIPL construction
consists of a total of 4 stages.
The Minister of Energy Dainius Kreivys visited the GIPL construction site in
Lazdijai district, where works of the last and difficult stage of construction of
GIPL – construction of Santaka gas metering and pressure regulation station –
gained pace. The value of the object being built is EUR 6 million. For more
information, see here.
As Lithuanian and Polish gas transmission system operators Amber Grid and
GAZ-SYSTEM S.A. plan to sign the Santaka Interconnection Agreement, a
consultation of market participants on some clauses of the agreement has
been announced. Santaka point will connect the Lithuanian and Polish gas
transmission systems having installed the GIPL gas pipeline. For more
information, see here.

The following tasks were implemented from the commencement of works till
the end of April 2021:

81% of GIPL construction works were completed
all the pipes necessary to build the GIPL pipeline were delivered
163 km of pipes were installed along the route
158 km of pipes were welded into filaments
trenches were excavated, laying 136 km of pipes in them
130 km of trenches were buried
157 km of welded pipeline seams were candled
archaeological explorations and detailed research continue were carried
out
HDD drilling was completed in the construction of the gas pipeline under
Neris and Nemunas
essential works to connect the GIPL pipeline to the gas transmission
system were carried out
tap unit sites were installed
works of construction of Santaka gas metering and pressure regulation
stations were carried out
hydraulic tests were performed on 102 km of pipelines
102 km of gas pipelines were filled up with gas
deed of completion of the first stage of construction of GIPL (73 km) was
obtained
deed of completion of the second stage of construction of GIPL (30 km)
was obtained
MAY
As 85% of the GIPL construction works have been completed by June, laying
of the welded pipeline into trenches is nearing completion. The last pipes
required for the Lithuanian part of the gas pipeline have been delivered to the
construction sites in Lazdijai district.
At the GIPL Management Committee meeting held at the end of May, Amber
Grid and the Polish gas transmission system operator GAZ-SYSTEM –
partners of the project – discussed progress in the project’s implementation
and matters related to the phases of GIPL testing and putting into operation.
Stating the steady progress in the project, GAZ-SYSTEM informed the
meeting that approx. 70% of the GIPL construction works were completed in
Poland. As already announced, works in the Polish part are planned to be
completed in February–May 2022.
Amber Grid has included GIPL in the setting of the gas transmission prices for
2022. On completion of the construction, after the gas trading and
transportation through the new gas pipeline is started, Santaka gas entry and
exit points will appear on the Lithuanian-Polish border. The hourly capacity
product and price will be applied at the Santaka cross-border interconnection
point, just like in many other European states. It is proposed that the same
price is applied at both Kiemėnai point on the Lithuanian-Latvian border and

the Santaka point.

Works during the period from the start of construction until the end of May
2021:
All pipes required for the GIPL delivered
164 km of pipes transported to various locations along the route
159 km of pipes welded into strings
146 km of trenches excavated and pipes laid
145 km of trenches backfilled
X-ray testing of 157 km of pipeline welds performed
Archaeological explorations and detailed investigations underway
HDD drilling performed for the gas pipeline under the Neris and
Nemunas rivers
Main works for connecting GIPL to the gas transmission system
performed
Valve unit sites under installation
Construction of the Santaka gas metering and pressure regulation
station
Hydraulic testing of 102 km of pipeline
102 km of pipeline filled with gas
Completion report received for the GIPL construction phase 1 (73 km)

Completion report received for the GIPL construction phase 2 (30 km)
JUNE
A meeting of the Lithuanian and Polish gas transmission systems’ operators
and contractors involved in the GIPL construction took place in June. Progress
in the construction works in both states was discussed at the meeting. The
project partners are preparing for the connection of the gas pipeline sections in
the territories of Lithuania and Poland that will take place in the autumn.
Construction of the Santaka gas metering and pressure regulation station on
the Lithuanian-Polish border is continued. Fitting out of the building and
construction of access roads is underway. Gas cleaning filters are being
installed in the territory of the station, and preparations for the high-pressure
calibration of ultrasound meters are being made.

Works during the period from the start of construction until the end of June
2021:
162 km of pipeline welded;

157 km of trenches excavated and pipes laid;
154 km of trenches backfilled;
X-ray testing of 162 km of pipeline welds performed.
Total length of the gas pipeline in the territory of Lithuania: 165 km.
JULY
The entire Gas Interconnection Poland - Lithuania (GIPL) pipeline constructed
in the territory of Lithuania has been already welded, except for the connecting
process joints. All pipeline joints have been checked by a special X-ray
machine. Hydraulic tests have also been carried out on the entire pipeline.
After the implementation of 90% of the construction of the gas pipeline
interconnection with Poland in Lithuania, the archaeological investigations,
which lasted a year and a half, have been completed. The search for historical
finds was carried out along the entire 165 km-long GIPL interconnection route
in Lithuania. Detailed archaeological investigations covered an area of almost
9,000 m2 and archaeological investigations were carried out along the entire
route of the pipeline covering nearly 200 ha of land. More information.

AUGUST
The GIPL pipeline has been tested at maximum load. The test results have
confirmed that the pipeline maintains the maximum design pressure of 54 bar.
The pressure of the pipeline will reach 84 bar in a special 17 km section of the
pipeline from the Santaka Gas Metering and Pressure Regulation Station in
Šeštokai to the Lithuanian-Polish border. Natural gas pipelines of such
pressure have not been installed in Lithuania so far. During the tests, this
section was tested at a pressure of as much as 105 bar. More information.
After welding the entire pipeline, environmental management works such as
slope restoration, road maintenance, reclamation, etc. have been performed.

Lithuanian and Polish gas transmission system operators implementing the
GIPL project held a webinar for market participants to present the progress of
the project and to inform about further project dates. The project on the Polish
side is scheduled to be completed in May 2022 and the first auction of GIPL
capacity will take place in July 2022.
The final phase of the three-year project ‘Culture of Dialogue and Cooperation’

has begun. It includes meetings with the communities living in the GIPL project
environment to present the progress of the project, to create a network of
cooperation and to enrich the daily lives of people living away from the city
centres with stories of interesting people on relevant and educational topics.
SEPTEMBER
The documents for the third phase of construction of the GIPL pipeline have
been submitted to the assessing authorities for review and assessment. The
construction of the pipeline consists of a total of 4 phases, and the authorities
that approved the validity of the first and second phases have issued the
certificates of completion. The 4th construction phase will also be assessed by
the end of this year.

Following the 95% completion of the GIPL gas pipeline project, construction of
the Santaka Gas Metering and Pressure Regulation Station (GMPRS) on the
Lithuanian-Polish border continues. The progress of these works has already
reached 75%. The installation sites of gas filters and separators are being
completed at the facility, road surfaces are being built, and electrical
engineering works are being carried out. The installation of service areas for
gas filters and separators is being completed, road surfaces are being laid and

electrical installation work is underway.
The completion of the interconnection of the gas pipelines of the two countries
on the Lithuanian-Polish border is scheduled for October.
OCTOBER
After the construction of a part of the GIPL gas pipeline at the Lithuanian and
Polish border, a symbolic gold seam was welded marking the physical
connection of the gas transmission systems of the two European Union
countries. This is one of the last and most important works in the construction
of a gas pipeline interconnecting the gas markets of the Baltic region and the
EU. More information.

The Lithuanian and Polish Ministers of Energy – Dainius Kreivys, Minister of
Energy of Lithuania, and Piotr Naimski, Polish Government’s Commissioner for
Strategic Energy Infrastructure – who attended the GIPL Golden Seam
Welding event, underlined the importance of the pipeline on a regional scale,
especially in view of the ongoing situation of high gas prices in the markets.
More on the Golden Seam ceremony.

The certificate of completion of one of the last phases of construction – the
third phase of the GIPL pipeline - has been received. The last, fourth
construction phase and the completion of the Santaka Gas Metering and
Pressure-Limiting Station is scheduled to be inspected in the near future. The
completion certificates are expected to be received by the end of 2021. More
information.
By the end of October, 98.5% of the GIPL project has been completed.
NOVEMBER
By the end of November 2021, 99% of GIPL construction in Lithuania has
been completed. The construction of the Santaka Gas Metering and Pressure
Regulation Station (GMPRS), an element of the GIPL gas pipeline, was
completed this month. Inspection works of the fourth and final phase of the
pipeline construction are underway. Requests for certificates of completion of
the fourth phase of the interconnection and construction of the Santaka
GMPRS have been submitted.

The working groups of the GIPL project partners, Amber Grid and GazSystem, have prepared the final version of the Interconnection Agreement,
which will be signed by the heads of the companies shortly. The Agreement
defines the pipeline capacity, common metering rules, the parties’ obligations
regarding gas quality requirements, the rules for capacity allocation and the
servicing of requests, and other important pipeline management provisions.
DECEMBER
The construction of the GIPL gas pipeline has been completed, the project has
been implemented 100%.
The section of the pipeline from Santaka DASRS to the Lithuanian-Polish
border was filled with gas. Acts for the completion of the fourth construction
phase of the GIPL pipeline and the Santaka DASRS have been received.
Acts of transferring the work performed by the contractor to the customer have
been signed. Preparations for legal registration of the pipeline are underway.
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The pipeline will be operational in 2022. The exact date will be announced in
agreement with the project partner, the Polish gas transmission system
operator GAZ-System.

